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4-Generation Photo

• Arzelia Cummings Spencer (my 2G-
grandmother, 1859-1932)

• Nellie Spencer Huntley (my G-Grandmother, 
1878-1932)

• Mardell Huntley Craddock (my Grandmother, 
1908-2005)

• Joan Craddock (my mother, 1929-2015)

• Photo circa 1930, likely in Los Angeles

• Courtesy of a cousin (name forgotten) from 
years ago

Joan, my 
mom

Nellie

Arzelia

Mardell



Background

• Around 1998 I started to get curious about family 
history and so began to do research

• Curious about my grandmother’s background, I 
interviewed her and was told:

• Mardell was told by her mother Nellie that her birth 
father (Eugene Huntley) died of pneumonia shortly 
before she was born (Feb 2, 1908 in Clinton IA)

• Mardell did not have a birth certificate and so her 
mother had to do an affidavit for Mardell to certify her 
birth (I confirmed this with vital records request to IA)

• Also, of interest, Mardell often joked about her ancestry 
saying maybe her dad was a “horse thief”
• My personal interpretation of this was that she suspected 

she was not told the truth about her father



Simplified Family Tree

Ken

Mardell 
Huntley

1908-2005

Joan 
Craddock

1929-2015

Eugene 
Huntley ???

Nellie 
Spencer

1878-1934

Culver 
Spencer 

1856-1928

Arzelia
Cummings
1859-1932

Need to verify this



U.S. Census Search Summary
• Mother, Nellie Spencer, was born in Oct 1878 in Battle Creek MI

• Found her in the 1880 census in Michigan

• Could not find her in 1900 census

• 1910 census showed Nellie and Mardell in Colorado Springs CO

Year Culver Spencer
(1856-1928)

Arzelia Spencer
(1859-1932)

Nellie Spencer
(1878-1932)

Mardell Huntley
(1908-2005)

1870 Battle Creek MI, 
age 13

Not found n/a n/a

1880 Not found Not found Not found n/a

1900 Cedar Rapids IA, 
age 43

Cedar Rapids IA, 
age 41

Not found n/a

1910 Colorado Springs CO, 
age 54

Colorado Springs C, 
age 51

Colorado Springs CO,
age 31

Colorado Springs CO,
age 2



1910 Census

• Colorado Springs CO

• Head of household was Mardell’s grandfather, Culver Spencer

• Note:  Both Nellie’s and Mardell’s surname is shown as Huntley



Marriage—Nellie Spencer and Eugene 
Huntley
• Cedar Rapids IA, 29 Sep 1900

• Eugene Huntley, age 41, born in New York

• Nellie Spencer, age 20, parents C Spencer, Arzelia Cummings

Source information: Iowa, Marriage Records, 1880-1937 (from Ancestry.com)



First Indication – Something’s Not Right

• While researching Nellie Spencer Huntley at the Sutro Library in San 
Francisco I found her in City Directories for Clinton IA and Cedar 
Rapids IA

Cedar Rapids City Directory, 1906

Cedar Rapids City Directory, 1907Clinton IA City Directory, 1901

Huntley Nellie J, wid Eugene, b 616 1st ave

Colorado Springs CO City Directory, 1908

Huntley Nellie J (wid Eugene), bds 311 N Walnut



Death Record for Eugene Huntley

• Married 29 Sep 1900

• Widowed 26 Oct 1900

• Married only 27 days

• CLEARLY, Eugene could not have been Mardell’s biological father



Sudden Family Move in 1908

• Careful scrutiny of Clinton IA, Cedar Rapids IA, and Colorado Springs 
CO City Directories indicate:

• Possible sudden move of the entire family from Cedar Rapids to 
Colorado Springs (keep in mind Mardell was born Feb 1908)

• Reason:  ???

City Directories



Where Does the Paper Trail Lead Us?

• Nellie Huntley was married and widowed in 1900 in Cedar Rapids IA

• Nellie lived in both Cedar Rapids and Clinton IA between 1900 and 
1907

• Mardell Huntley was born in 1908 in Clinton IA

• No record of birth

• By 1908 Nellie and her family had relocated to Colorado Springs CO

• End of the paper trail??  Time to focus on DNA….



Joan’s DNA

• Hoping DNA would answer this puzzle

• Tested my mother, Joan, in 2013 on Ancestry

• Ideally, one would expect 1/4th of Joan’s DNA to be inherited from 
Mardell’s father

Joan

Nellie 
Spencer

Mardell
Charles 

Craddock

Unknown 
Father

WOODCRADDOCK



Tried Fishing In All the “Ponds” As Well

MyHeritageFamilyTreeDNA

GEDmatch



Heavy Use of Ancestry’s “Tag Groups”

• Emphasis on:
• Phasing out matches from the other 3 grandparent 

lines

• Identifying those unknown genetic networks (“DNA 
islands”)



Analysis of Joan’s Matches

• Nellie had only one child

• Mardell had only one child
• Eliminates possibility of Joan 

having maternal 
aunt/uncles/cousins descended 
from Nellie

• Analysis of all of Joan’s DNA 
matches between 20 cMs and 
400 cMs (2,899 matches)
• 80% of her identified matches are 

on paternal side
• 18% are on known maternal 

grandmother side
• ~2% are possibly maternal 

grandfather

# 20-400 cMs

Craddock Wood UNKNOWN Spencer

Paternal 
Grandmother

Paternal 
Grandfather

Maternal 
Grandmother

Maternal 
Grandfather ??



Goal:  Identify DNA Matches on Maternal 
Grandfather’s Line
• Few likely matches identified, none above 120 cMs

• To identify the matches I use:
• Not matched to the other 3 lines (as best as I can tell)

• Look for matches with trees placing ancestors in Iowa/Illinios 1900-1910



• 178 cMs

Suspected Strongest Match on This Line

Source: https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4

Likely shared great-grandparents



Suspected Strongest Match on This Line

• Have reached out to him and he helped me build a tree for him

• Has some surnames that I am targeting:  Lavery, Baumann, Lockwood, 
all in the IA/IL area in early 1900’s



Very Small Number of Shares, Unfortunately

• Checked “shares” of the shares, those who share DNA with each of 
these two

• Expanded my surname search list



Tried Various AutoCluster Tools

• Genetic Affairs

• GEDmatch

• MyHeritage

• DNAGedcom

• RESULT: still 
limited due to 
very small 
number of 
matches on that 
line



Built List of Possible Fathers

• Searched each of these surnames in Joan’s DNA match trees list



Search Clinton 1910 Census for Surnames in 
Trees of Joan’s DNA Matches



Search Clinton 1910 Census for Surnames in 
Trees of DNA Matches

438 Fourth Avenue, Clinton in 1910

Known Addresses for Nellie

“Gas Work”

Source: 1910 US Census, 
Clinton IA, from Ancestry.com



Keeping Geographical Proximity In Mind

• Nellie resided in both 
Clinton and Cedar 
Rapids in the 1900 
decade

• Some DNA match trees 
had family in Hanover 
in 1900 decade



and Transportation…

• Union Pacific line between 
Clinton and Cedar Rapids 
was in effect in 1900s
decade

• So there was a viable route 
between the two for the 
family to travel

Source: https://iowadot.gov/iowarail/pdfs/up.pdf



Tried Everything I Could Think Of

• Grouping shared matches

• Upload to other services to find testers not on Ancestry

• Cluster Analysis (GEDmatch, DNAGedcom, GeneticAffairs)

• Leeds Method

• Build trees for cousins believed to be on this line
• Looked for male, age 25-40, living in either Clinton or Cedar Rapids

• Searched 1910 census in the two cities for occurrences of surnames



Why is this so difficult??
• Perhaps the father was recent immigrant with few DNA relatives in 

Ancestry database
• Both Joan and Mardell were only children --- eliminates opportunities for 

close relatives (aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, etc.)
• Perhaps the father actually descends from part of one of the other 3 

groups
• One note:  I did run the GEDMatch “Are My Parents Related” on Joan’s DNA kit and 

result was negative – this would seemingly remove the option that the unidentified 
grandfather was related to Joan’s paternal side

• Doubtful there is relationship between Mardell’s father and mother as I’ve found no 
shared matches to both lines 

• Are there ANY OTHER POSSIBILITIES…? X X X



Questions? Comments? Suggestions?

• HELP!

• Ken Waters

• ken@familytreeaz.com

• Presentations: 
http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations

mailto:ken@familytreeaz.com
http://familytreeaz.com/Presentations

