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All slides and handouts can be found at:
http://www.familytreeaz.com/Presentations/

* Examples in this presentation came from AncestryDNA however the
principles and steps largely apply to all of the DNA testing companies



Why Do We Care...?

* A new match could open up a new branch in your family tree
* Break that “brick wall”

* Make a new contact who could:

* Provide information about your kin

* Maybe provide a treasured photo
* Note: | have several special examples of this

4-generation matrilineal
photo shared with me by a
cousin met on Ancestry




First, a Review of CentiMorgans

e Range from 0 (no shared DNA) to ~3500 cMs (parent-child)
* From 300 up to 3500 cMs you’ll most likely know them already

Difficult to

determine 3C
down to ? 8C? 4C G-Parents Parents

7 30




First, a Review of CentiMorgans

* Below 7 cMs, high likelihood of a false match

DR ol to
determine 3¢
down to ? 8C? 4C G-Parents

7 30




First, a Review of CentiMorgans

* 30 to 300 cMs are my “green” zone — these are the matches | work
with most often and are more likely to be able to be identified

Difficult to

determine 3C
down to ? 8C? : : G-Parents

7 30




An lterative Process Among 3 Independent
Functions

Typical Work Breakdown

* It occurred to me that | actually
follow a process whenever |
encounter a new match

* The process falls into 3 distinct
functions:
e Identifying living people
e Analyzing the DNA
e Analyzing the genealogical
records

m Living People Search = Genetic Analysis = Genealogy



An lterative Process Among 3 Independent
Functions:
(1) Identify Person

Typical Work Breakdown

m Living People Search = Genetic Analysis = Genealogy



An lterative Process Among 3 Independent
Functions:
(2) Analyze genetic relationships

What are the
e Run the
possibilities for
. Shared
this match
cM Tool
strength? (cMs)

m Living People Search = Genetic Analysis = Genealogy



An lterative Process Among 3 Independent
Functions:
(3) Search Genealogy Records

Typical Work Breakdown

m Living People Search = Genetic Analysis = Genealogy



Start with that new match...

5th — 8th Cousin % Mo Trees
( , 19 ¢ | <1%% shared DMNA

)

* Blue dot indicates an “unviewed” match in Ancestry

Do you recognize them?

Yes

Learn more

®



Step 1: Identify Genetic Network

e Use built-in grouping tools such as Ancestry’s Tag Groups ¢
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* |solating the match to a
line on your family tree
will help later to identif?/
the person in your family

Step 1: Identify Genetic Network
tree

You and ®
5th - 8th Cousin
KV < 1% shared DNA: 20 cM across 1segments
ﬁ_n .§ Add relationship Message
Add to group Add note
V4
* |f you've sorted your

rees thnicity
m a tC h e S by CO m m O n e @ Unviewed # Commeon ancestors [ Messaged [E) Notes % Trees v Groups v
L] L] L] L]
family lines this will be
4th - 6th Cousi % No Trees
€asy 4 SRR |

 For example, this20cM .5 f
match was quickly |
aligned to a 2"9 great
grandmother Spivey line == .

4,554 People

t us ?
' 31cM | <1% shared DNA
‘ Mother's side Yes Learn more

Genetic
Analysis




Living

People

Step 2: ldentify the Person

* Check for “metadata” on the match
* In Ancestry, click on the profile link for the match

4

You and =
EC 2nd cousin 1x removed | Mother's side /#
i 194 shared DNA: 100 ¢cM across 6 segments
.}' s . , Message
I

Now, with a full name and
city chances are excellent

@@ Add/edit groups



Living
People

Step 2: ldentify the Person

* |[terate through a variety of web tools:

* Google (links to LinkedIn, obituaries)
* BeenVerified (SS) GO gle

* Most important: “Relatives” list

* Look here for family members who might connect ©BeenVerifiedr’
to your tree

 Month and Year of birth
e Ancestry public records

* Yes, this works well for living people searches,
often supplying birth dates

* Facebook

e Get creative here—remember to search for close
relatives as well as your target fﬂcebOOk

Tip: For more on these methods please see
my previous presentations on this topic

<plancestry




Genealogy

Step 3: Build a Tree

* Now that you have identified the person you need
to try to fit into your tree

* This is where you switch to traditional genealogy
(records) e

‘You can control who sees your family tree. Please select the level of privacy you are comfortable with. For more information about
hy

Ancestry privacy and sharing policies, please read our Privacy Philoso;

e Start (in Ancestry) by building a private

This setting allows other users to view all cantent in your tree—except information about living individuals and private notes. If you change
your mind, you can make your tree private at any time.

unsearchable tree

« Through public trees you may find others who are researching your family and even collaborate with them.

«You can help other members of Ancestry sites discover information about their relatives, and they can get in touch with you using our
anonymous member-to-member email service.

Start a new tree. A

« Information about living people is automatically hidden and will NOT be included in searches.

is protected

« Only you can edit your tree uniess you specifically invite others to work with you.

. Create a new tree

H Father © Private Tree
| |

This setting allows you to keep your tree “private” so that other users cannot view the contents of your tree.

What does "
Mother

Limited information about deceased individuals in your tree (name, birth year, and birthplace) will still appear in Ancestry search results.
However, no one can view your actual tree without your permission. If another member wants to view your tree, they can contactyou
anonymously through our Gonnection Service to request more information. Keep in mind that these individuals may also have helpful
information to share with you.

jate’

mean?

Also prevent your tree from being found in searches.

Note: Although your privacy setting will change. to pubic or private, it Iy about 8 month for this update to be refiected
in the search index.

‘Save Changes



Genealogy

Step 3: Build a Tree

 Build the tree using “Quick and Dirty Tree” methods

=+ Add father

Potential Mother

=+ Add father

Samuel Bush

Prescott Sheldon Bush
1385-1972

1 Flora Sheldon

Potential Mother

George Herbert Bush
159242048

Spouse & Children » Potential Father

L Barbara Pierce George Herbert Walker

J {2 George Walker Bush

+ Add relstive 1 Dorothy Wear Walker

Potential Mother

1001-1902

1 Lucretia Wear

= Add father

=+ Add mother




Genealogy

Step 3: Build a Tree

e Question: Why build a tree for someone who already
has a tree?

 Answer 1: Trust but verify---some trees may have faulty
information (surprise, huh??!)

Trust, but verify.

Russian Proverb

www.idlehearts.com

* Answer 2: By building your own tree that you admin
you’ll see source hints show up that will help validate
the private tree you have built



Genealogy

Step 3: Build a Tree

* If you have successfully:
* |dentified the person
* |dentified the line to Most Recent Common Ancestor

* Feel free to add to your tree
* Has the advantage of building your Thrulines

Tip: For more on these building a “Quick
and Dirty tree” please see my previous
presentations on this topic




Step 4: Annotate Surnames in Notes

* Once | have a set of surnames, say maybe 8 great-
grandparents, I'll go back to the match and
annotate the Notes field

4th - 6th Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
37 cM | <19 shared DMNA 211 People

Mother's side Yes Learn more

[ E Morehouse, Kellogg, Brigham, Hardy, Wright, Townsend, Layton, Hal }< o/




Step 4: Annotate Surnames in Notes

* |f you've been 100% successful you have not only
identified the person and identified the common line,
but have been able to place the person in your tree.

* |In that event | will annotate the Notes field showing the
relationship and the common surnames

\*)

e

You and

4th cousin Ix removed | Mother's side Z

<1% shared DNA: 36 cM across 3 segments

Message

Hint: “4C1R"

[ Add/edit groups represents a 4th
SR Bullsuavs cousin, once removed
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Contact:
Ken Waters
E-Mail: ken@familytreeaz.com
Blog: familytreeaz.com
Twitter: @familytreeaz
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Me with my paternal uncle,
Kenny Waters, 1929-2022
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